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One fine day it occurred to the Members of the Body that they were doing all the
work and the Stomach was having all the food. So they held a meeting, and after
a long discussion, decided to strike work till the Stomach agreed to take its proper
share of the work. So for a day or two, the Hands refused to take the food, the
Mouth refused to receive it, and the Teeth had no work to do. But after a day or
two the Members began to find that they themselves were not in a very active
condition: the Hands could hardly move, and the Mouth was all parched and dry,
while the Legs were unable to support the rest. So thus they found that even the
Stomach in its dull quiet way was doing necessary work for the Body, and that all
must work together or the Body will go to pieces.
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For most people, the word “aliens” conjures up images of green-skinned creatures
with antennas that invade Planet Earth from outer space. In the field of ecology,
though, aliens are something much less extraordinary. Generally speaking, (1)alien
species are organisms that have been transplanted to a new environment, intention-

ally or unintentionally.

Most alien weed species, like our native species, are also a part of a balanced eco-
systefn within their natural range. The majority of alien weed species are native to
other countries, predominantly Europe, the Mediterranean, and Asia. Within those
areas, plants function in the same manner as our own native species: in balance with

(1)
®—47



nature. Alien species become invasive if they are able to become established where
(2)natural forces that keep them in balance no longer exist. If the animals or insects
that feed on a plant, if the diseases that normally affect the plant, and if the compe-
tition that normally restricts their spread are removed, there is every likelihood that
an alien plant will be successful in its new habitat. These events, combined with

some general traits shared by most invasive plant species (high seed production,
extensive root systems, and an ability to survive a wide range of environmental
conditions), further enhance the ability for these plants to become invasive.

Invasive plant species affect biodiversity by altering habitats through competition for
light, water, nutrients and space. Non-native plants introduced to a new habitat
frequently arrive without limiting factors of competition, herbivores, or disease that
kept their numbers in check within their native habitat. Without these natural
limiting factors, invasive weed species are able to quickly (3)monopolize the landscape.

The pressure of this competition is often too much for the native plant species, and
so, the health and biodiversity of the habitat declines. (4)The impact does not end
with the weakened native plants, for in a healthy ecosystem, all life is connected.

Herbivory refers to the animals and insects that feed on plants. Those herbivores
may find fewer and unhealthy plants, leading them to move from an area or find their
own health affected. Diseases that are naturally occurring may benefit from the
weakened plant community in the short run, quickly moving through their weakened
host, reducing the population greatly and making way for the spread of invasive plants.
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